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PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE

Lets Eat, Not Meet

What | meaniswewill meet to eat at the Pasta
House INSTEAD of our regular chapter meeting,
Tuesday, December 3. We will NOT meet at the
Conservation building.

The PastaHouse (447-0500) isadjacent tothe
Holiday Inn Executive Center in Columbia, near 1-70
and Stadium Blvd. So bring yourself and your special
other person to meet and eat with therest of the gang.
Wewill sart socidizing at 6:00 and order fromthemenu
at 6:30.

Inlieu of aphoto contest you areinvitedtobring
pictures/printsyouwould liketo share, everybody wing!

Thenext 6 weekswill befilled with Banquet
planning, especially ticket sales. Our ticket chairman,
Ken Scott will soon have tickets for you to buy and
sdl. Thebanquet will be Thursday, February 27, at the
Holiday Inn Executive Center. Weare preparing for
record attendance and to make it happen everyone
needsto be there and to sell afew tickets. You only
needto sdl threetickets, moreisOK, but you gottasdl|
3, and buy onefor you and your special other person.
3

We need donated prizesto auction, what can
you obtain? Look for your chapter and MU to be
mentioned in TU’ smagazineinthewinter issue.

So plan on mesting a the PastaHouse, Tuesday
night. Let’sedt.

- Jeff Witten

MMTU CALENDAR

December 3, 6:00 p.m. The meeting that was previ-
oudly planned hasbeen cancelled, andinits placewe
will be having a dinner at the Pasta House. See
President’sMessagefor moreinformation. (Pleasetell
othersabout the change.)

January 7,2003, 7:30 p.m. TBA

February 27,2003 (Thursday) Annual banquet.
Holiday Inn Executive Center, Columbia.

Best Holiday Wishes from your
friends at Mid-Missouri T.U.!



NOVEMBER MEETING

At our November meeting, Jon Deal made a
presentation on afly-fishing trip toAlaskaheand some
friendsmadeearlier thisyear. Thepresentationincluded
some hice photosand someterrific stories about what
they experienced under somereally bad circumstances.
(Nothing sugar-coated here!)

The party making the trek consisted of Bob
Hook, Jeff Bridges, Doug Rogers (Bob'sbrother-in-
law), Kip Padbury (afriend of Doug's), and Jon Deal.
Alsotravelingwiththemwastheir guide, Justin.

Their original plan wasto float and fish the
TalichditnaRiver, but nothing on thistrip went asthey
planned. Instead, they ended up on Lake Creek, about
an hour northwest of Anchorage by float plane.

Duringtheir expedition, they ayedintentsand basicaly
“lived off theland.” Thiswasnot quiteaseasy asthey
might have hoped, however, becauseit rained nearly
the whole time they were there. The most serious
downsdetothiswasthat it madeit impossiblefor them
to find any dry wood with which to make acampfire.
Seriousproblem, indeed, inAlaska.

Asif being cold and wet for an extended period
of timewere not hardship enough, Lake Creek turned
outtobeno*“creek” atdl - it wasactualy aragingriver
dueto all therain. The nice float trip the group had
planned turned out to beasurviva test of thefirst order.
Fortunately, they passed the test with flying colors.

WhileinAlaska, thegroup stayed for two nights
at Wilderness Place L odge, which they enjoyed very
much. If you’ reinterested in moreinformation about
the lodge, you can visit their Web site at
www.wildernessplacel odge.com.

OCTOBER MEETING

At our October meeting, MDC's Del Lobb
shared someof hisknowledge about L ake Taneycomo
withus. For severd years, Del hasbeen doing research
into the effectsof different minimum flowscominginto
the lake from Table Rock Dam, and his presentation
included animated computer models of what actually
goesonwhentheturbinesstart generating.

A fascinating evening for anyonewho hasever
fished L ake Taneycomo, or wanted to!



BAMBOO FOR
CHRISTMAS

For thisholiday newdetter, our editor hasasked
meto write apieceon nostalgia, which my dictionary
defines as “ a wistful or excessively sentimental,
sometimes morbid, yearning to return to some past
period.” Christmasisdefinitely atimefor nostalgia,
and at therisk of being called excessively sentimental
(for me, unlikely) or morbid (morelikely), I'll usethe
season asan excuseto admit that | enjoy the nostalgic
aspectsof angling, particularly the pleasure of fishing
bamboofly rods.

Although bamboo rods do evoke many fond
memories, | seeno reason that they should berelegated
to the past, and | pity anglers who have not
experiencedlots, where most rods are sold these dayss,
but being made of amateria that wants, aboveall el se,
to be straight, they are not particularly well-suited for
most fishing. Bamboo, anatural fiber that evolved to
sway inthewind, requiresagentl e casting motion that
is not only more practical for most fishing, but also
engendersrelaxation and contemplation, whichiswhat
angling issupposed to beall about.

Modern anglersoften citereasonsfor avoiding
bamboo, including several common misconceptions:
— Bamboo rods are all expensive. Don't judge the
cost of bamboo solely by the pricesof new rodsinthe
olossy catd ogsof thefew largecompaniesthat still make
them, or by the prices paid by collectorsfor vintage,
mint condition Garrisons, Gillums, or Paynes. Many
individua rodmakersare building excellent rodstoday,
and the prices of these and many vintage rods are
competitivewith thecost of graphiterods. Sorting out
thegood from the bad takes experience, but developing
that knowledgeis part of the adventure. Slow down
and learnto enjoy thetrip.

— Bamboo rods are fragile. Bamboo istough stuff
andislessbrittlethan most man-madefibers. Bamboo
rods have been used to land countless salmon,
steel head, bass, and bonefish. Norod of any material
iIsgoing towin abattlewith acar door, but bamboo can
bemoreeasily repaired than graphiteif an accident does
happen.

—Bamboo rods deterioratewithtime. Asidefroma
wonderful rod based on a Garrison taper that Bill
L amberson madefor melast year, my newest rod was
builtin 1975 and has seen many, many days astream.
Lotsof anglersuserodsthat weremade asearly asthe
1930's. They perform aswell asthey did on the day
they weremade.

—Bamboorodsareheavy andtiringto cast. Bamboo
rods are heavier than graphiterods of similar length.
Maybeit'samacho thing, but | somehow manageto
drag that extra ounce or two around all day without
fatigue. Actudly, I findit muchlesstiringto cast agood
bamboo rod than to use the staccato whiplash casting
motion necessary to get light, but tiff graphiteto bend.
— Bamboo rods are all works of art for which my
casting skillsarenot worthy. | believethat beginners
should learnto cast with agood bamboo rod because
they will fed therodwork and will developtheir timing
more quickly thanispossiblewith agraphiterod. And
bamboo rods suitablefor al skill levelsareavailable.
Inthe daysbeforefiberglass, virtualy al fly rodswere
made of bamboo, including those sold at Montgomery
Ward and the local hardware store. Some are dogs,
some are great. Again, sorting out which ones are
suitablefor youispart of thefun.

Asfor nostalgia, the holiday season may just
bethe best timeto step back from the modern angling
world and discover somelost joysof the past, whether
you choose to be wistful, excessively sentimental,
morbid, or not. Andif you decidetotry abamboorod,
whenit’ stoo cold to fishyou can spend awinter evening
in a comfortable chair just admiring your classic.
Bamboo doeslook lovely intheglow of Christmastree

lights.
- Terry Finger
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