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BENNETT SPRING
HATCHERY MANAGER
FINISHESNOTEWORTHY
CAREER

Canyou shepherd aking' sransomworth of fishand
still maintain aninterest in fishing?According to Ron
M cCulloughyou can. McCullough hasrecently retired
from his long-time position as hatchery manager at
Bennett Spring State Park.

McCullough grew up in Ohio. He attended Kent
State and then transferred to and was graduated from
Kansas State. After spending 2 yearsinthe Army, he
worked at an agricultural stationin Ohio afew months.
In 1970 McCullough becamethe assistant manager at

Shepherd HillsHatchery at Branson. On Feb 1, 1977
he moved to Bennett Spring.

During histenure, Bennett Spring produced over 12
million trout for stocking in the park and the Niangua
River. During spawning season hatchery workerstook
over 26 million eggs. Of his time at the hatchery,
M cCullough saysfloods provided someof thetoughest
work. He notesthat foraging river otterswereaminor
problem.

“Keeping production up was rewarding work. We
went from rearing 200,000 poundsof trout when | came
here to 370,000 some pounds; that was the most we
raised oneyear. Wedidn't really increasethefacilities
much, wejust renovated and fixed them up.

“Keeping up with the demand and then getting the
fishtogrow in someyearsof low water conditionswas
demanding. Workingto servethepublic here could be
difficult ... thereare so many different interests. But |
enjoyedit.”

M cCullough saysthefloodsat Bennett Spring usudly
seem to betheworst inthemiddle of the night. All of
theleavesand other debrisfrom upstream flowsdown
into the hatchery and plugs up the intakes. Workers
may toil through an entire night to keep thefish alive.

Herecals1986 astheworst flood year — thearches
on the stone bridge were blocked and the individual
hatchery poolsbecame onebig reservoir. McCullough
saysBennett Spring hashad two 100-year floodsduring
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histenurethere. He complimentsthe hatchery crew for
maintai ning order among watery chaos.

He and his wife, a 20-year first-grade teacher in
L ebanon, havetwo married daughtersand afairly new
grandson.

McCullough has 15 elk. Theelk wereahobby while
he was working as hatchery manager. He hasraised
someelk and sold some.

“1 hope to do more with them once | can devote
moretimetoit. | enjoy raising them. Wearebuilding
our houseonthefarmwheretheek are; | canlook out
the back window and see them. It'sjust up the road
from the park. I’ ve got two years of work there just
getting thingstheway | want them.”

Of the elk, McCullough saysthey’ re good eating.
“Atleast| canholdoutif thingsget bad,” hesayswitha
gmileinhisvoice.

Andwhat about fishing after handling al thosetrout?
“1 love going out on theriver and floating and fishing
there, or sitting onthe bank of afarm pondtofish,” he
says. “That getsmeaway fromdl the peoplehereinthe
park. But now that I’ m freefrom that | may do some
trout fishing. And | may even get aboat and do some
crappieor waleyefishing.”

JIM AUCKLEY

MEMBERSHIP LOG-IN
COMING TOWEB SITE

T.U’sWeb contractor isworking on afunctionfor
individual memberstolog-in, check their membership
information and then make changes, if necessary. They
hopeto haveit ready in about two months. Inthemean-
time, if you need to make an address change, send an
e-mail to Wendy Reed in Membership Services at
wreed@tu.org, or call her at (703) 284-9421.

SEPTEMBER MEETING

At our September meeting, we had theraretreat of

having not just one, but four speakers.

Brian Slossand Drew Lemberger started the meet-
ing with adiscussion of boating building. A beautiful
wooden drift boat they built wasproudly displayedin
theparkinglot prior to themeeting, and admired by all
who attended.

Ethan Wright ( photo above) then made afascinat-
ing presentation on antiquefishing equipment. Inthe
future, it would be great to hear more on this topic
from Ethan.

John Meyer (below) finished the meeting with a
presentation on collecting bamboofly rods. Like Ethan,
Johnimpressed usall with hisextensive knowledge of
the history of fly-fishing tackle. Wewere aso very
impressed with thefact that John’ swife Margiedoesn't
mind him buying theseexpensverods- epecidly snce
hedoesn’t actually usemost of themtofishwith.
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IN-STREAM SAND AND
GRAVEL MINING UPDATE

Kent Campbel’sarticleinlast month’'sissuehasdone
anexcdlent job of bringing thegravel mining problem
to theattention of many concerned citizensinthisstate.
Givingusabig handinthiseffort over thelast month
has been Ozark outdoor writer Charlie Farmer.

Charliewritesacolumn for the Springfield News-
Leader and isthe author of several excellent books,
including Unspoiled Beauty - A Personal Guide to
Missouri Wilderness.

In his September 18th column for the Springfield
News-Leader, Charlie urged hisreaderstojoinusin
speaking out againgt relaxed gravel mining regulations.
Charlie’s column can be read online at
www.springfieldnews-leader.com/sports/
farmer091802.html

If you' dliketothank Charliefor hishelp, youcane-
mail himat cjoutdoors318365@aol.com.

PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE

TheMU J-School and Us

It is with great pleasure | can report that the
University of Missouri’sesteemed Journalism School
will be producing a public relations program for our
chapter. Juniors and seniorsin aclass only open to
thosewitha3.5 GPA or better will competein about 8
teamsof 7 students each to create acampaign for us.
Recently they devel oped acampaign for theAmerican
Cancer Society.

Their goalsareour gods:. 1) “...to conserve, protect
and restore North America’s coldwater fisheriesand
their watersheds.,” 2) increaseour chapter membership
from 270t0 325, 3) support theinitiation of an affiliated
club at MU, 4) increase banquet attendance from 150
to 225, 5) increase banquet net revenue from $6,500

to $10,000, and 6) increase female members from
“negligibleto measurable.”

Today | met with theclassfor two hourstelling them
about our chapter. Many questions were presented
and | think they have apretty good ideaof what TU is
all about. The last question from agirl in the back
stopped me cold.

After so many questionsasking factsand “haveyou
triedthis, or that,” thisstudent asked, “why doyoulike
tofisnfor trout?’

How would you answer that? How would you
answer that infront of 50 students? “| likethe solitude
of being onatrout streamwith agood friend!” | said.
Thenl redized” solitude’ and“beingwith” werepossibly
confusing them, | know it confusesmebut thatishow |
feel. Thatiswhat | like, sharing the peaceful ness, the
beauty, thereward of catching something. Butyou can't
beat sharingiit.

The competition wraps up in the first week of
November, solook forward to moreinfointhiscolumn.

JEFF WITTEN

MMTU CALENDAR

October 1, 7:30p.m. Del Lobbwill discussLake
Taneycomo minimumflow.

November 5, 7:30 p.m. Presentation ontheir 2002
Alaskatrip, by Bob Hook, Jim Bridges, and Jon Deal.
(Chapter officershavetwo-year terms. Thenext
electionwill bein November of 2003.)

December 3, 7:30 p.m. 7:30 Photo contest
January 7,2003, 7:30p.m. TBA
February 27,2003 (Thursday) Annual banquet.

Holiday Inn Executive Center, Columbia. Detailsto be
announced.
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